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SJSU sports legend
Lawrence Fan dead at 67
By Bojana Cvijic & Gio Gaxiola

Members of the campus community said Fan was often at
the center of the athletics department, connecting with many
journalism students and student athletes throughout his career.
Lawrence Fan, a fixture of the San Jose State athletics programs,
Shaun Fletcher, assistant public relations professor and former
died late Monday night, SJSU athletic director Jeff Konya SJSU cornerback said when he joined the football team in 2001,
announced Wednesday.
Fan was one of the first people new student athletes met.
“We are in the process of dealing with this sad news in real time,”
“He was the one who needed to really understand everything
Konya said. “Lawrence was a Hall of Famer in life and work.”
about us, from our bios, our background, to the media, and
Fan, 67, worked in sports information and media relations at everything that we were being asked to do,” he said. “He was our
the university beginning in July 1980. In 2019, he was named guide through a lot of the onboarding process.”
associate athletics director for football communications and special
Boogie Roberts, former SJSU defensive lineman from 2014-2018
projects through the 2021 season and worked 501 consecutive said Fan was the “ultimate Spartan.”
SJSU football games.
“This news breaks my heart,” Roberts said in a Twitter message.
Interim President Steve Perez said in a Wednesday campuswide “There was nobody who brought more energy and knowledge to
email that Fan’s death comes as a shock to the campus community. the Spartan nation more than Lawrence.”
“His detailed recall of team and player statistics was legendary,
ATHLETICS | Page 2
earning him an unofficial title as historian of SJSU sports,” he said.
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Lawrence Fan is honored on the CEFCU Stadium field during
a game against Utah State on Nov. 13, 2021 for working his
500th consecutive SJSU football game.
PHOTO ILLUSTRATION BY BRYANNA BARTLETT; SOURCE: PHOTO COURTESY OF SJSU ATHLETICS
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Roberts said Fan had many positive
interactions with athletes.
“No matter if you were a walk-on or
a starter, Lawrence always greeted you
with a smile and a firm handshake and
looked you in your eye,” he said.
Fan made history as the first Chinese
American inducted in the College Sports
Information Directors of America hall
of fame in 2012.
Mike Osegueda, SJSU alumnus
and former Yahoo sports reporter,
said Fan helped prepare him and
other student reporters for careers in
sports journalism.
“My main memory of Lawrence is
he treated all of us who were student
reporters just like he treated the pros
who were in there,” he said. “At the time
I don’t think I appreciated it but as I got
older, he was trying to teach us to be
professional journalists and hold us to
that same standard.”
Before his 42 year career with SJSU
athletics, Fan attended UC Berkeley
as an undergraduate student. He then
received his master’s degree in athletic
administration at Western Illinois
where he volunteered at the sports
information office.
Fan also coordinated multiple efforts

to honor student athletes.
He led the Heisman Trophy campaign
for former Spartan quarterback
Mike Perez during the 1987 season
and coordinated all publicity for the
three
Women’s
golf
NCAA
Championships in 1987, 1989 and 1992.
Fan handled publicity for the 1996
SJSU men’s basketball team that won
the Big West Tournament and played
top-seeded Kentucky in the first
round of the 1996 NCAA Men’s
Basketball Tournament.
Chris Giovannetti, SJSU alumnus
and assistant media relations director at
California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo said Fan was ubiquitous,
industrious and instrumental in getting
interviews with players.
“Everyone on the West Coast probably
has a Lawrence Fan story,” Giovannetti
said. “He’s seen it all in SJSU athletics
and was a walking encyclopedia for
the school’s athletics.”
Fletcher said many students often
came back to visit Fan “just as much as
they came back to see anybody.”
“He leaves a massive void; he leaves
a legacy for many coming behind him
to carry the baton,” he said.

Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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Lawrence Fan, who died Monday, worked in San Jose State athletics for 42 years.

Experts discuss forest abatement
By Eva Martin
STAFF WRITER

Last year, 2,568,948 acres
burned in forest fires in California
according to the estimations of
Cal Fire, the state department
of forestry and fire protection.
San Jose State environmental
studies professors discussed
the controversial idea of forest
thinning, its potential and risks.
A study set to be published
in
Forest
Ecology
and
Management on March 1, 2022
suggests cutting western trees
by up to 80% could rescue the
U.S. western forests from severe
wildfires, drought, infestations
and climate change, according
to a Feb.3 Bloomberg article.
“We realized there were too
many straws in the ground,”
U.S. Forest Service research
ecologist and professor at UC
Davis Malcolm North said in
the Bloomberg article. “And
that density needed to be way
reduced if you’re going to make
trees resistant to both wildfire
and drought.”
Researchers found the lack
of water competition in sparser
forests would allow individual
trees to survive and grow and
would therefore produce bigger
and healthier trees resistant
to recurring fires, dry spells,
insects and disease.
Chad Hanson is a forest and
fire research ecologist who’s
critical of forest thinning.
He explained the danger of
it in his book “Smokescreen:
Debunking Wildfire Myths
to Save Our Forests and
Our Climate.”
According to his book, the
U.S. Forest Service started
using terms like “thinning” over
“logging” in the mid-1990s,
when the public became aware
of the widespread clearcutting of
mature and old forests on public
lands in the Pacific Northwest.
He said the U.S. Forest
Service would see an economic
benefit from selling public
trees to private industrial
logging companies.
According to an Aug. 24
article written by Hanson on the
non-profit website Grist, which
is dedicated to environmental
news, logging would bring in
more than $1 billion in annual
congressional dedicated funds,
generating additional revenue
that is going back into the
U.S. Forest Service’s budget.
“The U.S. Forest service
has always been intentionally
linked to the logging industry,”
SJSU environmental studies
professor William Russell said
in a Zoom call.
Russell said the agency was
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A hill burns bright during the Saddle Ridge fire in the early morning hours of Oct. 12, 2019 in Sylmar, Calf. on the west side of freeway 5.

created to manage the nation’s
forests as a sustainable resource,
not to preserve an ecosystem.
Like Hanson, Russell sees
forest thinning from a critical
perspective.
“I think all of this is based
on this misconception that,
if you remove enough fuels
. . . then you’re reducing the
fire hazard, right, that’s the idea
of thinning,” Russell said.
He said if some trees are
removed, more forest superficy
will be exposed to sunlight,
which will dry potential fire
fuels and expose the region to
strong wind. All these conditions
gathered would increase wildfire
and drought risks.
“Forest thinning in remote
areas does little or nothing
to help prevent fires,” Russell
said. “It can actually make
them worse.”
Russell focused most of his
research on redwood forests in
the Santa Cruz Mountains. He
said the forests are adapted to
fire and are disease resistant
but they also represent extremely
valuable timber.
“There’s been a big push to do
forest thinning in the Redwood
forest,” Russell said. “It makes no
sense ecologically, whatsoever.”
Russell said forest thinning
could be justified in particular
areas under precise conditions.

The Lake Tahoe Basin
National Forest was entirely
logged around 100 years ago,
Russell said. In this area,
trees are growing very closely
together and are the same age.
He said it became a very dense
forest not adapted to recurrent
fire and prone to disease
propagation that killed trees and
produced a dry landscape.
“In a situation like that . .
. there might be an argument
for doing forest thinning,”
Russell said.
Russell said if forest thinning
should be done, it would
have to be next to houses and
other structures.
“If you’re talking about forest
service lands 20 miles away
from a town, or 50 miles away,
there’s really no point in doing
that,” Russell said.
Beyond the controversy about
forest thinning, fire needs to
be reconceptualized, said
SJSU environmental studies
lecturer Rachel Lazzeri-Aerts.
“For a long time, there was
this big ‘Oh, setting fires is
bad, it’s counterproductive,’ ”
Lazzeri-Aerts said. “And this
idea that fires are bad originates
with the timber industry . . .
and commercial logging.”
When forests are burned in
wildfires, they can’t be cut down
and exploited as an economic

resource, Lazzeri-Aerts said.
Lazzeri-Aerts and Russell
believe
in
prescribed
burning benefits, a forest
management concept used
by Indigenous groups in
Western
U.S.
forests.
In targeted locations, groups
used controlled fire to
efficiently reduce fuel load
and increase the health of a
particular landscape.
“They’ve been doing it for
centuries,” Lazzeri-Aerts said.
“We should be listening to
them as practitioners and
knowledge holders.”
Even if some people could
be worried by prescribed
burning impact on air quality
and the risks of a fire escaping,
Russell
said
that
it
would be preferred over
forest thinning.
Katherina
Forrest,
an
SJSU meteorology and climate
science graduate research
assistant, is part of the
SJSU Wildfire Interdisciplinary
Research Center.
Forrest’s position on forest
thinning and prescribed burning
echoes Russell’s statements.
“I think that I personally
wouldn’t advocate for forest
thinning … it just really seems
like deforestation,” Forrest said.
“[But] doing these prescribed
fires can help mitigate future

intense … fires in these areas.”
Forrest said fires in targeted
locations help fertilize the
soil by bringing extra nutrients
from disintegrated fuels.
The
important
aspect
about prescribed burning is
that trees stay in the forest and
continue to participate in the
ecosystem, even if they burn,
Hanson said.
The 2022 Congressional
Infrastructure
Investment
and Jobs Act planned to give
$500 million to thinning
projects conducted in an
“ecologically
appropriate
manner.”
Russell
said
he
was
not surprised about this
decision and believes it is
economically motivated.
“If you’re building a bill,
like the infrastructure bill, and
you have part of that bill that
is going to produce revenue
and not discuss money, well,
that looks good on the ledgers,”
Russell said. “It’s problematic
because … they’re applying
it in a blanket treatment for
all forest types, which would
be counterproductive.”

Follow the Spartan Daily on
Twitter @SpartanDaily
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SJSU continues 7-game losing streak
By Don Le

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

San Jose State women’s
basketball lost to Air Force
Academy Wednesday afternoon
in a 68-59 loss at Provident Credit
Union Event Center in San Jose.
Wednesday’s loss worsens the
Spartans’ abysmal 2021-2022
season, continuing a seven-game
losing streak, and are 1-15 in the
Mountain West Conference.
The Spartans failed to capitalize
on turnovers, mustering up just
seven points compared to the
Falcons who gained a glaring 24
points from turnovers.
“It was the turnovers that
plagued us, when another team
gets to shoot that many more
times than you do,” said head
coach Jamie Craighead Turner.
“It’s gonna be really tough to win
a basketball game.”
The Falcons had 11 steals, 15
offensive rebounds and gained 24
points off the Spartans’ turnovers,
creating defensive pressure for
the Spartans.
“Man, Air Force just put so
much pressure on you that it
felt like, you know, we obviously
turned the ball over way too
many times . . .” Craighead Turner
said. “I think, their pressure,
their constant willingness to pick
up and put pressure on you, sort
of gets you rattled a little bit.”
Air Force also outscored SJSU
with 28 points off turnovers
compared to the Spartans’ seven
points.
“We basically trust in the
coach’s plan and just execute
on defense,” said senior guard
A’tyanna Gaulden in a postgame
news conference. “Because we
know that we’re a great offensive
team, we just got to play defense
for all four quarters.”
Gaulden was the Spartans’
anchor on the offensive end,
scoring 16 points.
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SJSU point guard Sophia Jones runs through the Air Force defense on her way to a bucket during a home game Wednesday morning.

the final minutes of the game as
she became the 18th player in
SJSU history to hit 1,000 points at
minute 4:56 in the fourth quarter.
“It definitely made everything,
especially being for five years,
I’m glad I got to be such a big
milestone, and I just need to
stay in it for my team. Just keep
attacking the basket,” Lewis said
Cydni Lewis in a postgame news conference.
While Lewis played well
basketball senior forward
individually with a 17 point,
The Spartans kept the score with timely stops and shots by 13 rebound double double to
close during the first three players including Gaulden and complement her accomplishment,
quarters.
junior point guard Stephanie the Spartans failed to close the
While the Spartans did trail Torres.
game in the fourth quarter.
the majority of the game, they
Spartan senior forward Cydni
The Spartans’ offense outpaced
kept it to a one-possession game Lewis hit a career milestone in the Falcons’ Wednesday afternoon

It definitely made everything, especially being
for five years, I’m glad I got to be such a big
milestone, and I just need to stay in it for my
team. Just keep attacking the basket.

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

but the careless handling of the
basketball and their poor defense
in the fourth quarter ended the
team’s chances of winning the
game.
The Spartans face New Mexico
State Friday at 6 p.m. in their
final home game of the season
at Provident Credit Union Event
Center in San Jose.

Ricardo Garcia contributed to
this article.
Follow Don Le
on Twitter @sjsudonle
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SOLUTIONS

ACROSS
1. Fish broth
6. Secure against leakage
10. Claim
14. Blockage of the intestine
15. Wan
16. As just mentioned
17. Stalks
18. Angers
19. Storage cylinder
20. Blood cells
22. Clock sound
23. Barely managed
24. Ribald
26. Domesticated ox
30. Nigerian tribesman
31. Ribonucleic acid
32. Black, in poetry
33. Backside
35. Not inner
39. Debt
41. Knickknack holder
43. Loamy deposit
44. German for “Mister”
46. Crones
47. Spy agency
49. 16 in Roman numerals
50. Gait faster than a walk
51. Commotion
54. French for “Head”
56. French for “Black”

57. Exchange messages
63. Effort
64. Assist in crime
65. Forbidden
66. Anagram of “Sees”
67. A territorial unit of
Greece
68. Express a thought
69. Marsh plant
70. Gave the once-over
71. Anagram of “Paste”
DOWN
1. Platter
2. Countertenor
3. Clairvoyant
4. Something that bulges out
5. Put out
6. A deciduous aromatic
shrub
7. Position of an earl
8. Away from the wind
9. Not greater
10. Deeply agitated
11. Dimwit
12. Burp
13. The air in some bars
21. To scour
25. Dwarf buffalo
26. Ardor
27. River of Spain

28. Drill
29. Unsupervised outside
34. Depraved
36. Rip
37. Therefore
38. A musical pause
40. Largest continent
42. Hackneyed
45. Uttermost
48. Loggia
51. Not over
52. Composure
53. Dentist’s direction
55. Prevent legally
58. Comply with
59. Not Mama
60. Death notice
61. Not a single one
62. Accomplishes
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SJSU athlete finds balance in yoga
By Jennifer Schildge
STAFF WRITER

Sarah Smevog, San Jose State
environmental studies senior,
women’s volleyball libero
and certified yoga instructor,
aims to help people find peace
and balance with the study
of yoga.
Smevog is in her fourth
season at SJSU and a
two-time Mountain West
Scholar-Athlete. In 2020, she
played 16 matches and 64 sets.
Smevog completed her yoga
training, which took about
six months, in the city of
Corona in southern California

Her yoga Instagram page,
@shakti.sarah, has more than
500 followers.
Though she doesn’t consider
herself an influencer, Instagram
was her main way of connecting
with
other
individuals
who practice yoga during
the pandemic.
Smevog said she tries to hold
in-person classes every Sunday
at the San Jose Municipal
Rose Garden as COVID-19
restrictions have eased.
Ryann Thomison, SJSU
nutritional science graduate
student, volleyball player
and Smevog’s best friend, said
Smevog is a beautifully unique

I reintroduce [yoga] back to my morning routine
and set alarms for myself for five minutes of
meditation, that’s all you need, even one minute,
and slowly build back into the practice.
Sarah Smevog

women’s volleyball libero

during her senior year of
high school.
She started casually teaching
her roommates and friends,
but when the coronavirus
pandemic hit she started a
yoga Instagram page and
used it as a community
outreach outlet.
“I just wanted to share my
yoga and meditation practice
with people that I feel like could
benefit from it,” Smevog said
in a Zoom interview.
Smevog first started teaching
at the Yoga Den, a studio
in Corona.
During
the
lockdowns
in March and April 2020,
Smevog
was
asked
by
attendees to continue her yoga
classes over Zoom.

and passionate person.
Thomison and Smevog first
met on the SJSU volleyball team
when Smevog was an incoming
freshman and Thomison was
a sophomore.
She said Smevog is thoughtful
when she teaches, and she
finds her classes relaxing
and peaceful.
“Her classes have brought
me a lot of inspiration as
well – inspiration to live more
mindfully, and I’m in tune with
my heart and breath,” Thomison
said in a text message.
Smevog said she has a strong
support system in San Jose and
those who attend her classes
bring joy to her life.
“The people that consistently
go to my classes and especially

PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH SMEVOG

Sarah Smevog, SJSU volleyball player, practices yoga on Tower Lawn. She teaches yoga to students.

when new people come makes
me really happy and fills my
cup, [which] helps me continue
wanting to give my energy
to sharing my practice,”
Smevog said.
Women’s volleyball head
coach Trent Kersten said he

thinks it’s “so cool” to have
a student like Smevog trying
to help not only herself but her
team by hosting yoga sessions.
“I think it shows her
connection to her peers and
also shows her open heart
and how much she cares

for other people and wants
to help,” Kersten said in a
phone interview.
Smevog said practicing
yoga helps her in her
athletic endeavors.
“Meditation and connecting
back to my breath help me
find calm in very intense and
competitive environments and
helps me center myself to be
able to focus on one point at a
time,” Smevog said.
She said at times she
becomes restless, unsettled
or easily distracted.
When Smevog gets busy,
she said she can fall away from
her practice and has trouble
remaining consistent.
“I reintroduce [yoga] back
to my morning routine and
set alarms for myself for five
minutes of meditation, that’s
all you need, even one minute,
and slowly build back into the
practice,” Smevog said.
Smevog starts her classes
by introducing connecting
movements with breathing.
Smevog said every movement in
yoga has a breath that connects
to the stretch.
“When you inhale you extend
and exhale you deepen into
the stretch,” Smevog said.
“Just slow movements, waking
up the body.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF SARAH SMEVOG

Smevog lines up to serve during a SJSU volleyball match. She is a four-year athlete and two time Mountain West Scholar-Athlete.
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